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For Immediate Release

Speech Communication Week at Eastern Illinois University
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The Eastern Illinois University Department of Speech Communication will host Speech
Communication Week March 31st through April3rd.
Speech Communication Week is an annual event held each spring at EIU. A number of
special activities are planned to celebrate the discipline of Speech Communication and to focus
attention on the opportunities available in the field.
The week will be highlighted by two guest lecturers who will visit the Eastern campus.
Filemon Lopez, Senior Vice President of Advertising Sales for Comcast Cable Communications,
will speak at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday evening, April 2nd in Room 201 of the Life Science
Building. Lopez, who holds a Master's degree in Speech Communication from Eastern, has
been involved in the development of cable television as a viable advertising medium for the last
13 years. Comcast is the third largest cable TV company in the United States, with 4.3 million
customers nationwide.
The second guest lecture features political communication specialists Jim Kitchens and
Larry Powell, who will speak at 7:00p.m. on Thursday evening, April3rd in the Coleman Hall
Auditorium. Kitchens and Powell are from The Kitchens Group in Orlando, Florida which is
engaged in political campaign communication consulting for local, state, and national candidates
in 40 states. They will discuss communication strategies in political campaigns.
Another highlight of Speech Communication Week will be the annual Bock Persuasive
Speaking Contest. The competition is open to EIU Speech Communication majors, who are
judged on six to eight minute persuasive speeches. There are cash prizes for the top three
finishers. The contest is sponsored by Eastern Speech Communication Department Chair Doug
Bock. The preliminary round will be held in Coleman Hall on Monday evening, March 31st at
7:00p.m. The finals are scheduled for Tuesday evening, April 1st at 7:00p.m. in the Coleman
Hall Auditorium.
Other Speech Communication Week events include a Forensics Showcase, featuring
members of Eastern's Speech team, guest speakers, and panel discussions on topics like
television news, public relations, interpersonal and organizational communication, network TV
sports production, rhetoric and public address, health communication, radio-TV broadcasting,
cable television, and graduate school. All of the events are free of charge and open to Eastern
students and other members of the campus community. A complete schedule of events is
available from the Speech Communication office in Coleman Hall.

A complete schedule of Speech Communication Week activities is enclosed with this release.
For More Information: Mike Bradd
Assistant Professor, Speech Communication
581-6943 (office) or 235-4683 (home)
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